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A Balanced Perspective 

However, when looking at the top 10 

countries in terms of number of 

deaths per 100,000 inhabitants, the 

Islands of Samoa, American Samoa 

and Tonga topped the list. 

Even if 2009 appears as a relatively 

quiet year, we cannot draw  

conclusions based on one single year. 

Individual major events happening in 

a specific year can influence disaster 

statistics, as was already shown by 

the disastrous losses caused by the 

earthquake in Haiti in early 2010. 

Longer-term statistics on disaster 

occurrence and impacts can shed 

light on the underlying trends. 

In 2009, 328 natural disasters were 

recorded in the EM-DAT database. 

They killed more than 10 thousand 

people, affected nearly 113 million 

others and caused almost 35 billion 

US$ of economic damages. No mega-

disasters occurred in 2009, the event 

ranking highest in death toll being 

the earthquake in Indonesia on Sep-

tember 30 which killed over 1,100 

people, followed by a series of ty-

phoons and floods that caused 

many deaths, making Asia once 

again the most affected conti-

nent. In fact, six of the top ten 

countries with the highest number of 

disaster-related deaths were in Asia.  
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 The name of the 

LORD is a strong 

tower: the righteous 

runneth into it, and is 

safe  

Proverbs 18:10  

The beloved of the 

LORD shall dwell in 

safety by him; and the 

LORD shall cover him 

all the day long. .  

Deuteronomy 

33:12   

Safety does not  

depend on our  

conception of the 

absence of danger. 

Safety is found in 

God's presence, in 

the centre of His per-

fect will. T.J. Bach 

MEDICAL MISSION:   
BACOLOD March 27-29, 2010 

The Medical Mission  

in Candoni, Bacolod 

was in in partnership 

with Cornerstone 

Health Care Ministries.  
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